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extending from Thessalonike to Istanbul. Much of it is rugged, wild,
and little developed. However, to the north it consists of wooded
ridges separated by fertile valleys, while to the southeast, in Thrace,
it is sufficiently low to permit extensive agricultural development. All
the lines of approach to the peninsula lead into these highlands, and
here Slavs, Greeks, Turks and Bulgars are mixed in such a way as
seriously to complicate the political life of the region.
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Relief map of the Balkan Peninsula.

Along the western side of the peninsula is a wide area of plateaus
and folded ridges which constitute a southern extension of the Alps,
and are known as the Dinaric-Pindus ranges. The Dinaric Alps form
the northern part of this system, and extend from the Istnian Peninsula
to the Drin Valley in northern Albania. They consist for the most
part of porous limestone, with underground drainage and numerous
sink holes. This Karst formation makes the surface of the land ex-
tremely dry and largely devoid of vegetation. Submergence has caused
many of the riclges to form promontories and islands, thus providing
the Adriatic coast with numerous harbors. Unfortunately, however,